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LA9-1 Imperial County’s comments regarding NEPA and CEQA requirements are 
noted.  These comments, however, do not relate to the environmental 
issues analyzed within the contents of the draft EIS/EIR and raise no 
significant environmental issues.  Thus, no changes to the document are 
necessary. 
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LA9-2 Reliability and safety issues are addressed in Section 4.14.  An analysis of 
the growth-inducing impacts of the Project is presented in Section 4.16.  
The air quality impacts of construction and operation of the Project are 
discussed in Section 4.12.4.   

 
 
 

LA9-3 See the response to comment FA6-3. 
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LA9-4 The proposed Project, as defined for the NEPA and CEQA analysis, 
allowed for the preparation of the EIS/EIR in accordance with NEPA, 
Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) guidelines, the CEQA, and other 
applicable requirements.  The EIS/EIR is comprehensive and thorough in 
its identification and evaluation of the environmental impacts of the 
proposed Project and feasible mitigation measures to reduce those effects 
wherever possible to less than significant levels.  The EIS/EIR includes 
sufficient detail to enable the reader to understand and consider the issues 
raised by the proposed Project and the Agency Staffs believe that it is 
appropriate to summarize the contents of the appendices in the text of the 
document while referring the reader to specific appendices for additional 
details.   

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LA9-5 The potential cumulative impacts attributable to the proposed Project are 
adequately addressed in Section 4.15 pursuant to applicable NEPA and 
CEQA requirements.  Section 4.15 includes an analysis of both direct and 
indirect cumulative impacts that could occur if one or more of the other 
reasonably foreseeable projects within the counties affected by the Project 
were constructed.   
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LA9-6 In Section 4.16, it is acknowledged that the increased diversification of gas 
supply that would be a result of the proposed Project could lead to a 
positive economic environment conducive to growth.  However, the existing 
power plant that would be supplied by the North Baja Pipeline Expansion 
Project (i.e., the IID El Centro Generating Station) would not be solely 
dependent on the gas supplied by the Project.  Potential infrastructure 
growth might occur with or without the construction of the pipeline and thus 
would not be attributable to the proposed Project.  Section 4.16 further 
acknowledges that to the extent that the IID Unit 3 Repower Project would 
diversify its suppliers of natural gas, the additional gas supplied by the 
proposed Project could be a growth-inducing impact.  The consideration of 
any additional growth-inducing impacts beyond those addressed in the 
EIS/EIR is unwarranted because they would be too speculative. 
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LA9-7 See the responses to comments PM1-5 and LA9-4.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

LA9-8 As discussed in the introduction to Section 4, the section describes the 
affected environment as it currently exists (baseline conditions) and 
discusses the environmental consequences of the proposed Project for 
each of the following major resource topics:  geology; soils; water 
resources; wetlands; vegetation; wildlife and aquatic resources; special 
status species; land use, special management areas, recreation and public 
interest areas, and aesthetic resources; socioeconomics; transportation 
and traffic; cultural resources; air quality; noise; reliability and safety; 
cumulative impacts; growth-inducing impacts; and environmental justice.  
See also the response to comment PM1-5. 
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